Clinical evaluation of a newly developed enteric nutrient given to the neurosurgical patients with disturbances of consciousness.
An enteric nutrient 'SAN-ET-A', rich in protein and electrolytes, was given to 8 patients with disturbances of consciousness. Although the adminstered dosage had a calorie content so low that basal metabolism was barely maintained, the level of serous proteins increased following administration. Electrolyte imbalance was not found, and the patients did not suffer from severe renal or liver dysfunctions. No notable gastrointestinal troubles occurred except in one case. It is concluded that a low dosage of SAN-ET-A was sufficient to maintain the patients in good nutritional condition. Furthermore, it is suggested that this nutrient can be safely given for a long period.